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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, September 12, 2018 
opening at 7:30 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Lorenz, Cassar, Dzenko, Etter 
     Absent:   Zubrzycki 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Saarela 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Dzenko, to approve the City Council Agenda for September 12, 
2018, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Cassar, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. August 8, 2018, Regular Meeting & August 28, 2018 Study Session Minutes  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 11999-12003, DD3337-3357, EFT1277-1283; 

and A/P check #’s 50131-50182, EFT 1766-1781, ACH 1782- 1786; TOTALING: 
$246,073.49. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works, Police and City Attorney Reports for August 2018  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
There were no reports. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
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Ben Clarke acknowledged the city posted one of their radar signs out at the front of his property.  He 
is very excited about it and good to see cars are going the correct speed.  He feels these radar signs 
help.  Clarke next addressed the lady from last month’s meeting with the Community Center dispute.  
Now that Clarke has had a month to reflect on that he feels her coming to City Council and insisting 
on a decision immediately and the threat of a lawsuit was unfair and feels council should seriously 
consider not renting to non-resident or reducing the window they are allowed.  He feels the 
Community Center takes on a lot of abuse.  He saw wax on the carpet last month.  He would like to 
see the center more community based. 
 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin welcomed everyone and thanked them all for being happy and friendly. 
 
Martin reported The building has slowed down only slightly, but we are still making many 
inspections on work that has been done.  The summer park ranger program is done and it was not our 
best year.  Martin just hired a full-time officer, Joe Molinaro who began his training here Monday.  
He is still interviewing for a couple part time officers.  
 
Martin shared the annual list of pavement improvements has been put together and he will be meeting 
with the contractor to prioritize and schedule the work.   
 
The annual Ice Cream Social was a great success as usual.  Coming up we have a Meet the 
Candidates night next Monday, the 17th at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center.  On September 29nd 
there is the fall Household Hazardous Waste Collection at 9:00 at West Bloomfield Township offices.  
October 9th is the last day to register to vote in the November election.   
 
Fuel on the Lake 
Lastly Martin reported, a couple weekends ago there was a large coverage of a fuel-like substance on 
the lake.  This happened immediately after the torrential rain we had Saturday afternoon.  It was 
presumed the that fuel came from some type of spill at the Mobil gas station on telegraph.  That could 
not be confirmed and is doubtful.  Martin was not called until 11:00 p.m. Saturday so it was too dark 
to see the extent.  However, there was a sheen on the water and some spots of oil could be seen.   
Even though there was a sheen on the water, it was determined that it was a relatively small amount 
and not harmful.  Booms were placed where the Clinton River flows under Telegraph.  By the time 
he left at 3:00 a.m., there was very little sheen that you could see with flashlights.  The remainder was 
gone the next morning.  Samples were taken by the fire department at the scene and the results were 
that the water was not harmful.   
 
The response to this issue was great.  We had the OCSD, MDOT because Telegraph is a State 
Highway, the WRC because they own the storm system to the Lake, Waterford and West Bloomfield 
Fire Departments, the MDEQ and or course Sylvan Lake.  Everybody worked exceptionally well 
together and quickly.  They reviewed video footage at the gas station, inspected manholes and storm 
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drains, the lake, Clinton River and Mill damn.  Martin left at 3:00 a.m. and came back at 7:30 to 
check in the daylight.   
 
He relayed the importance of our storm system, keeping it clean, and how it works.  Everything that 
goes into a storm drain ends up in our lakes and streams.   
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Etter praised Officer Mike Karson as he has been diligent in pulling people over who fail to stop at 
Pontiac Dr and Avondale.  He appreciates his efforts.  On the anniversary of 9/11, Etter thanked the 
first responders that represent Sylvan Lake.  They are a valuable asset.  He never wants to see Sylvan 
Lake without Police, Fire or EMS.   
 
Cassar agreed with Etter’s comments with the first responders.  We can’t express our gratitude 
enough to all of them and we are blessed to have people who serve and defend our country and will 
put their lives on the line for us.   
 
Dzenko thanked the Garden Club for the Ice Cream Social.  He appreciates them doing this.  Dzenko 
asked when absentee ballots go out.  Clerk Dryden responded the fourth week of September.   
 
Lorenz thanked the Garden Club for the Ice Cream Social; he is sorry he missed it because he was out 
of town.  Meet the Candidates is next Monday night a 7:00 p.m.  Residents will have the opportunity 
to ask the candidates questions.  It will also be televised to view later.  Lorenz also thanked the first 
responders and recognized their efforts.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS  
             

a. Winter Maintenance Agreement with RCOC  CA-002-18 
  
Moved by Etter, seconded Cassar, to approve the Winter Maintenance Agreement with the 

Road Commission for Oakland County for the 20187/19 winter season. 
 
 
 Yes:  Cassar, Dzenko, Etter, Lorenz 
 No:   None 
         MOTION CARRIED 
 
        

b. Fraud Prevention Policy    A-004-18  
 
Martin explained fraud is a very important issue and taken very seriously.  This policy sets very strict 
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procedures and reporting.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Etter, to approve the Fraud Prevention Policy as presented. 

 
 Yes:  Dzenko, Etter, Lorenz, Cassar 
 No:   None 
         MOTION CARRIED 
 

c.  Mayor Appointments to the Zoning Board of Appeals  A2-010-18 
 
Mayor Lorenz appointed Nichol Menuck to a three-year term, Mary Ann Kirsbaum to a one-year 
term and moved Jack Webb from alternate to the board for a one-year term.  He appointed David 
Frankel as an alternate for a three-year term. 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Etter, to confirm Mayor Lorenz’ appointment to the Zoning 
Board Appeals as stated. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
         MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Millage Renewal – Ballot Language      E-005-18 
 
Lorenz reviewed this the local ballot proposal on the November ballot.  This millage proposal 
eliminates the 2 and 5 mills and combines them into one millage – 7 mills all for public safety, to 
expire in 10 years.   
 
Cassar asked if Martin could do a presentation to put on cable.  Martin stated he could do that.   
 
Dzenko reiterated this a renewal of the 2 and 5 mills that are being replaced and combined together. 
 
Ben Clark wanted to confirm the 2 mills approved was for the loss of tax base.  Lorenz confirmed 
that is correct.  Lorenz explained the house values dropping and it will take 20 years to get back to 
where the city was in 2008.  This millage is needed to run the city and keep it looking nice.   
 
Lorenz wished all the candidates running for City Council good luck at the Meet the Candidate forum 
and on election day.   

 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 
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 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Etter, seconded Cassar, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


